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PRESS RELEASE

BRAIN nominated for German Citizen Award 2015

Zwingenberg, 12.11.2015: This Thursday, nominees were an-
nounced for the German Citizen Award 2015, which were select-
ed by a professional jury. The announcement was made by the
„für mich. für uns. für alle.“ initiative, an alliance comprising the
German Association of Towns and Municipalities, the German
County Association, the Association of German Cities, commit-
ted members of the Bundestag, as well as the German The Sav-
ings Banks Finance Group (DSGV). This year, applications from
more than 2,300 people and projects were considered for this
highly regarded prize. BRAIN AG was one of only two compa-
nies nominated in the "Committed Business" category.

The theme for 2015 is "Cultural life - Expanding Horizons". The focus

is on people and projects that engage with cultural values and unite

people under the guiding light of culture. The 8 nominees reflect the

full range of applications.

The initiative „für mich. für uns. für alle.“ is a Germany-wide

agreement to encourage civic involvement in the goal of supporting

committed volunteers and strengthening their presence in society.
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The initiative was launched in 2003 under the patronage of the

President of the German Bundestag, Prof. Dr. Norbert Lammert.

The German Citizen Award has five different categories. "U21"

acknolwedges dedicated individuals under the age of 21, while "Eve-

ryday Heroes" is aimed at exemplary individuals and projects. The

"Lifetime Achievement" category honours a minimum of 25 years

dedicated civic commitment. A fifth category includes the widely ac-

claimed "Audience Award".

Business leaders who take personal responsibility for the community

are nominated in the category "Committed Business". BRAIN AG,

along with its founder Dr. Holger Zinke, was selected by the jury due

to its unusal and diverse commitments and its particular corporate

culture.

The jury's reasoning was as follows: "Along with his employees, the

founder and longtime CEO of BRAIN AG supports young artists. He

works with them, displays their work within the company premises,

and even offers guided tours. As well as the artists, employees also

benefit because this engagement creates an identity and gets every-

body involved."

Dr. Holger Zinke is delighted with this appreciation of BRAIN's cultur-

al commitments. “To be nominated for the highly regarded German

Citizen Award is a great honour for the company as a whole, as well

as for each individual employee. Engaging with cultural projects out-

side of our scientific bubble is part of the very DNA of our company.

The collaboration with artists, which goes far beyond mere 'sponsor-

ship', is fun and broadens the horizons of all those involved. Plus it

adds value. We're delighted about this prominent recognition of our

commitment to art and culture, which one could say is unusual for a

biotechnology company. The nomination is an incentive for us to

work even more closely with creative people on unusual projects,

and to showcase these together.“
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The award ceremony will take place on 2nd December 2015 at the

ZDF Zollernhof in Berlin. For more detailed information about the

award itself, as well as descriptions of the nominees, please see

www.deutscher-bürgerpreis.de. The German Citizen Award is sup-

ported by the Federal Association of Volunteer Agencies (bagfa), the

Bürgermut Foundation weltbeweger.de Network, and the youth

newspaper YAEZ.
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About BRAIN:
BRAIN AG is one of Europe’s technology leaders in the field of industrial ‘white’
biotechnology. Within strategic alliances, BRAIN AG has identified and developed
numerous innovative products and solutions for companies in the chemical, pharma-
ceutical, cosmetic and food industries by harnessing nature’s untapped biodiversity.
These active product components are identified by BRAIN AG and contained in the
company’s “BioArchive”, one of the most comprehensive archives of its kind. Since
its foundation in 1993, BRAIN has entered into over 100 strategic cooperations with
nearly every prominent company in the chemical industry. Cooperation partners
include BASF, Bayer Schering, Clariant, DSM, Emscher Genossenschaft, Evonik,
Fuchs, Henkel, Nutrinova, RWE, Sandoz, Südzucker and Symrise. The company
currently employs around 120 highly skilled personnel.

The industrialisation strategy (BioIndustrial), which was successfully launched in
2010 as the company’s second pillar of operation alongside the cooperation busi-
ness (BioScience), has been expanded successfully. It allows BRAIN AG to access
the BRAIN Group’s entire value chain of different lucrative markets, from the identifi-
cation of biological solutions, to development, right through to implementation in the
target industries. The BRAIN Group currently consists of six companies, all of which
operate successfully in the market.
www.brain-biotech.de

About the German Citizen Award:
The German Citizen Award has been awarded annually since 2003 by the "for me.
for us. for all." Initiative - an alliance of committed members of the Bundestag, as
well as financial institutions, cities, counties and communities in Germany. It is Ger-
many's largest national volunteering award.
The German Citizen Award has five different categories. "U21" acknolwedges dedi-
cated individuals under the age of 21, while "Everyday Heroes" is aimed at exempla-
ry individuals and projects. Business leaders who take personal responsibility for the
community are nominated in the category "Committed Business". The "Lifetime
Achievement" category honours a minimum of 25 years dedicated civic commitment.
The first place prizewinners in each category receive project-related benefits
amounting to 5,000 euros, those in second place are awarded 2,500 euros and the
audience award winners receive 500 euros each. The  prize money is assigned to a
specific purpose by the "for me. for us. for all." initiative. The use of funds must
therefore be directly related to the award-winning project or in conjunction with some
form of cultural engagement. For example, the prize money could be used for further
education programmes or for funding an event.
www.deutscher-bürgerpreis.de
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Artists and employees at BRAIN AG, which hosted

the 2015 cultural event "Kunst privat!". From left to

right: Timo Klein, Köln, Dr. Holger Zinke, Tim Höl-

scher, Soest, Luise Böttcher, Dr. Martin Langer,

Kuratorin Elena Reiniger, Jan Kaesbach, Frankfurt

und Guido Zimmermann, Frankfurt.
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